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AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN LOBBY 
Statement 

HON SANDRA CARR (Agricultural) [9.53 pm]: I would like to sandwich my statement with a proposition for you 
to ponder, President. It is this: you cannot discriminate against me, but I want the right to discriminate against you. 
Just hold that thought. 
Recently, I received an email after I had spoken about the way people use language to undermine roles of people 
and women in particular. The email said, according to my notes — 

Hi Sandra, 
We are supporters of the Australian Christian Lobby. We Just want to let you know that God doesnt want 
women to master over men. Women are supposed to prioritize motherhood over other pursuits in life. Please 
watch the 30 second … video to see our leader Martin Iles talking about this important issue. We will 
pray for you. God bless you. 

I went to the YouTube video, and the ACL described itself as a grassroots movement seeking to bring Christian 
influence to politics. Make no mistake: this is a political lobby group. Let us consider for a moment. The ACL is 
a public company limited by guarantee. The presenter, I think, calls himself the director or CEO—all those things—
and sometimes the term “lawyer” is used. I think he might want to check what it takes to become a lawyer, because 
that is also not accurate. The ACL opposes abortion, euthanasia, surrogacy, LGBTQIA+ rights, same-sex marriage, 
LGBTQIA+ adoption, the current halal certification arrangements, gambling, prostitution and the introduction of 
a charter of rights by the commonwealth government. Yet, the ACL is very fond of citing Equal Opportunity Act 
when hiring venues or undertaking some of its own political lobbying.  
For example, it hired what is known as the Queens Park Theatre in Geraldton, which is a city venue. The City of 
Greater Geraldton, having heard of past Perth Theatre Trust events, politely obliged and let the ACL hire the venue. 
That is despite the city being inundated with the most emails it has ever received, from members of the community 
objecting to the ACL’s hiring of the venue. That was not based on a religion. No-one sends emails to the City of 
Greater Geraldton protesting the church services held by the various religious communities in Geraldton, of which 
there are many, and one of which I belong to. I taught at a religious school. My children attended a religious school. 
No-one is in our community picketing outside churches or disagreeing with religion in principle. If they do, they 
simply do not attend. I am sure Hon Peter Collier will agree with that behaviour, as it is what he has previously 
advocated. I hope he can apply that same principle to all concepts. 
However, what they disagree with in this case is this lobby group’s track record of using misinformation, discrimination 
and misrepresentation to generate fear and anxiety and to polarise the community. It is behaviour that is well 
documented across a range of media outlets. It is behaviour that, if people spend time to listen—time they will not 
get back—they will find happens quite consistently. Even other religious organisations share a similar perspective. 
Eternity News said — 

… it isn’t good or godly to motivate … through fear … I believe for the ACL to live up to their own high 
calling and follow God in all things, they need to change their rhetoric from one of seeking to motivate 
through stirring up fear, and instead move to a call to action based on love. 

The ACL’s The Truth of It event was held in Geraldton last week. It hired the venue and sold tickets via its own online 
ticket sales mechanism. The local community group known as OUTMidWest, which represents the LGBTIQA+ 
community, held a peaceful presence outside. By peaceful presence, I mean protestor’s stood quite a distance 
away. It was endorsed by the city. I attended with them to speak and talk to the community. They did not have any 
signs objecting to the event. They had their own signs saying things such as “You’re valued, you’re loved. Everyone 
welcome here.” They stood and chatted quietly and shared food. They did not direct any comments towards the 
ACL group. There was no form of protest taking place. There was no chanting and no anti-ACL comments—none 
of that kind of thing. It was entirely a peaceful and supportive presence. 
However, one local woman from that community told me that the ticket she had purchased to the event had been 
cancelled. She was told that the event was only for supporters and friends, so she contacted the ACL and queried 
that. Her ticket was then reinstated and she was told she could collect it at the door. When she went to collect the 
ticket at the door, Gosnells Deputy Mayor Peter Abetz, approached her and told her she could not attend the event. 
She let him know that she was now going to record the conversation, so she recorded it and sent it to me. I want 
to stress that throughout this conversation she was very calm and respectful. She communicated in a way that was 
merely asking the question about why she was not allowed into the event. Peter Abetz told her that her ticket had 
been rejected initially via their vetting process. He openly admitted they had a vetting process. That is discrimination. 
He also told her that she was not allowed to attend because the previous night she had stood up at the City of 
Greater Geraldton council meeting and asked questions of the council about the validity of the Australian Christian 
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Lobby hiring the venue. She asked questions. And I can tell you, she stood in front of the council and asked those 
questions in a very respectful and measured way. The questions had to be sent beforehand and the council already 
had its reply written out. When she went to ask another question, the mayor dismissed her and she sat down. She 
was quite dejected and disappointed, but at no time was she aggressive or there to cause trouble; she was there merely 
to question the validity of the council’s decision to hire out the venue. 
Finally, at the venue itself, she was allowed to have the ticket. She was escorted inside and sat down the front in the 
VIP seats. She sat there with a friend who is not part of the LGBTQIA community. Shortly after they were seated, 
someone approached them and asked them for identification. They gave their identification and showed their 
tickets again. Then this woman from the LGBTQIA community was told that she had to leave because her ticket 
was not valid. When she argued against the decision and asked them to please get Peter Abetz who had given her 
the ticket, they insisted she had to leave the event. She said that the woman became quite assertive and she felt 
a little bit intimidated, so she got up to leave. She pulled out a flag she had in her bag from when she was attending 
the peaceful presence earlier and pointed out, quite rightly it would seem, that she was being asked to leave because 
she is gay.  
I make the point that ACL is not the innocent and discrimination-free organisation that it purports to be. It is a political 
lobby group. It is designed to divide and conquer certain groups of people, and it says some pretty upsetting things—
even about politicians. Following the event, at which I would say there was discrimination, misinformation and 
misrepresentation, Martyn Iles wrote about it on his Facebook page — 

The protest outside was big, police had to attend the whole event, activists were inside the theatre... but 
those who planned to disrupt ended up listening to the whole night, then leaving quietly with their banners 
still rolled up. 

Police did not have to attend the whole event. They called the police to the event to make a show and a display of 
the woman. They used her as an example and it was really quite a discriminatory process. 
Shortly after that, ACL posted a one-click campaign. I am sure that a lot of members will be aware of it. It is an 
“open the borders” and “please don’t force us to get vaccinated” campaign. It is a campaign to stop using lockdowns, 
stop getting vaccinated and give them back their freedoms. They are saying that politicians need to hear their voices 
for freedom or they will go too far. It is generating fear. Whilst venues and places for hire should not discriminate, 
they certainly cannot allow people to discriminate either. 

House adjourned at 10.03 pm 
__________ 
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